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Redulity is 2 Weaknefs, from which 
4) very few are exempted. It is the 
Effential and Gsound-work of 
Craft and Impofture; the Foun- 
dation upon which they ftand ; 
2 a} and the Means, by which they 
PeCmMeraae| are propagated. The Itch of No- 
velty is fo prevalent in Human 
Nature, that the World is eafily deluded by ftrange 
Rumours, and Sbew. We give Credit tothe greatett 
Cheat and Deceiver, when the Account he brings 
us, or the Ware he expofes, appears mew ‘and /ur- 
prizing: but, efpecially, when an Air of - Redigion, 
or Grandeur, accompanies the Craft, we are eafily 
cheated, and moit ready to defend the Means of our 
Delufion. The Prieffs of Diana might have bawld 
in Praife of their Cultomer the Goddels, *till they 
had rent their Lungs, and yet not preferv'd their 
Trade, had not the credulous Mob taken the Word 
of thefe Cheats, and, growing zealous for the Pa- 
fan Church ac Epbefus, defended its Image from 

anger. 

I have often refleGted, with much Concern, upon 
the Condition of Humanity, in this Regard: And, 
fure, nothing can be more affliéting, than to behold 
one Part of the rational World making aZrade of mif- 
guiding,and impofing upon,the other ; except that this 
other Part fhou'd be fo eafily Sxbbled out of com- 
inon Senfe! If all the Stories and Errors, into which 
People are drawn, had but the Marks of Trath, fome 
Apolagy, and Excufe, might be found for their 
Credulity; but the Shame is, in their receiving what 
is new and wonderful, at the Expence even ot Pres 
bability. WVulgar:-Minds ase moft ftruck with what 
is moft incredible ; and the Way to convince, is, to 
amaze them. Reafon makes few Profelytes: but 
Myfiery vareby fails to gain. the Rabble’s Faith; and 
the leis they know why, or wheretore, the fonder 
they gfow of the Impofture. ) 

I will not enquire, in this Place, whether Jgno- 
- vance is the Mother of Devotion ; but 1 may venture 
to affirm, That the Spirit of Gaping and, Wonder- 
ing, proceeds trom it. Delufion is eatily effected in 
Minds» that are moit deftirute of Knowledge, and 
Jeatt accuftom’d to Reasoning: Atid, in Proportion 
to their Giddinefs, or Stupidity, their Plea/ure in 
heing deceiv’d, is more or Tete increasd. Many a 
Madman would reckon the Ulfe of Senfe and. Liberty 
a Curfe, inftcad of a Blefling, upon his being reftor’d 
to them. 

But whether the Deceiver, or the Deceived, is 
moft picasd, may be Ground of Speculation and 
Difpure. The Deceiver is certainly chasm’d with 
the Succefs of his Ingenuity, etpeciaily when he pro- 
fits by it: And the Deceived, while he imagines he 
is not bubbled out of his Senfe and Coin, is allo a 
happy Man in his own Mind. He huggs himftelf, 
and promotes the Delufion among others of like 
Credulity. 
~ Becaufe I would not dip intro ControverGes of any 
Kind; efpecially in Thote wherein Religion, and Go- 
vernment, are concernd; I mutt deicend intirely 
lato Low Life, and only touch che little Artifices, 
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which owe their whole Succefs and Reputation to 
this Weaknefs. 

The World is already wearied with Stories of 
Witches, Fairies, Sc. and begins to fee through, 
and reje&t, the Impofture. The Craft of Afrolo- 
gers, Conjurers, and Prophets, begins alfo to be ex- 
ploded, with like Refolution, by the very Vulgar, 
whofe Oracles they have long been. But I am not 
a little amaz’d to find, that, inftead of the Delufions 
practis'd on the weak Minds of the Multitude, Tricks 
of Mechanifm gain Applaute among the more polite 
and fafhionable People. A Fellow, that has the 
full Command, and tree Ute, of his Liaibs, is more 
tollowed than the ableit Preacher, and better reward- 
ed than the moft Skilful ia the Liberal Aris: “What 
Staring, what Clapping, whar Watte of Time and 
Money, did Harlequin and Fanftus occafion, lak. 
Winter? The Madnefs, both of <Affors and. Spetta- 
tors, has often provok'd my Tears ; I have even wept 
over the City! : hy 

Knavery and Folly are like Adafter and A4a13 the 
one fupports the other:. Delz/on would toon walk 
very lame, and perhaps. drop tor good ard all, it 
its dutiful Slave, Credulity, did not run by its Side, 
and keep it from falling. .To what can. we attri- 
bute and afcribe the popular Crics and Innovations, 
the publick Zaffe and Rua of the Town; as‘tis call'd; 
but to this Weaknefs 2 Men: love to impofe, and be 
impos'd upon: The Pleafure is mutual in ‘cheating, 
and being cheated. 4153 

{ will not be fo partial, to my.own Brotherhood, I 
mean the Worfhiptul Society ot Free avd AccerrepD 
MASONS, as to forbear rebuking them,,on this 
Occafion, for the unaccountable Porher and Noife 
they have lately made in the World. What Stories 
have been told to amule; delude, and engage the 
Creau'ous ? And how many have been drawn into 
the Fraternity, that have no Bufinefs there, to the 
manifétt Detriment of their own Affairs, and Dif 
advaritage ot the Publick 2 What Rcfleétions, what 
Reproach, have we brought upon Ourfelves, and 
upon our ANcIENr Orper, by making. fo many 
Profelytes, in fo cheap and proftituted a Manner 2 tr 
aff.ts me fenfibly, when I fee fo many idle, vain, 
and empty. Coxcombs inrrodacd into our Lodge., 
and made privy to our Secrets. I have often enter'd 
my Proteft againft this Abule, in private Society ; 
aad muft ule the Freedom to offer this Memorial, 
in the publick Character 1 bear. “Tis my Opinion, 
that the late Proftitution of our Order is next to 
betraying of ir. The weak Heads cf Vintners Draw- 
ers, Wigmaters, Weavers, &c. admitted into our 
Frateraity, have not only brought Contempt upon 
the Inftiru;ion, but do very much endanger it. Com. 
plaints have been made againit the Abufe, even by 
Strangers and indifferent Perfons: And I have heard 
ic askd, Why we don’t admit Women, as well as 
Taylors, into our Lodges ? I profefs, L have met with 
as {ufficient Heads among the Fair Sex, as I have 
found in the Brornexuoop: And 1 have fome 
Reafons to fear, that our StCRETs are in Banger of 
being exposd. There is. in the Conduct of too 
many, fince their Admiffion, the 
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—— — Cocus amor {wi, 
Ex collens vacuum plus nimio Gloria verticem ; 
Arcanique Fides prodiga, perlucidior vitro; 


which is exprefly prohibited by our Excellent 
Ruts and Constirutions; and, which is the 
very Charatteriftick of the Fools, that were receiv- 
ed into the Lopces at RO AE, in the Days of 


AUGUSTYVUS CAESAR; and whereot our Bro- 
ther HORACE complain’d vehemently, in an Ode 
to VARU S, who was then the GRAND Master. But 
whatever Freedoms others imagine they may law- 
fully and difcreetly ufe, my Conicience cannot brook 
them. 


—~ NON EGOTE 
INVITUM QUATIAM: NEC---- 
SUB DIVUM RAPIAM 


My Female Readers, and, 1’m afraid; fome of 


Bretherbood too, may ftop here, and ftare, as it I had | 


blabb'd out the whole 44/ery in thele Lines. My: 
Friend Zony Fyngle, happening to caft his Eye upon 

this Paper, when I was writing of ic, ask’d me, Whe- 

ther the above Words, and Dafhes, woud not be 

decypher'd into the famous AZafon Word? Bur 1 

muit leave Folks, thac know no better, to their 

Wonder; and proceed to aflure my guilty Brethren, 

that they have promoted Superftition and Babbling, 

contrary to the Peace of our Sovereign Lord. thg 

King, by their late Prattices and comgiers m 
Alarming Reports, and Stories of raifing the DE- 
VIL, ot WITCHES, LADDERS, HAL- 

TERS; DRAWN SWORDS, and DARK 

ROOMS, have tpread Confufion and Terror. . Trade 

and Bufinefs, and Family Duty, have been fhametully . 
negleéted: And, it the Government does fot: put the 

Laws againft us in Execittion, it will be an extraor- 

dinary Favour, or Overfight. For my own Part, J am 

io faithtul a Subje€t, and have the Weal of the good 

People of England, and of Our Ancient Order, {o much 

at Heart, thac 1 have refolv'd never to countenance a 

Lopoe again, unlefs the GRAND MASTER puts a Stop 

to thefe Proceedings, by a {peedy and peremptory 

Charge to all the BRorHERHOoor. I do not fay, I 

will utterly torfake, far lefs divulge the tremendous 

Secrers/ot our Society: But 1 wifh I coud ho- 

nourably enter into -ANoTHER, that feems to be 

better eitablifh’d, and regulated. 

And, now that I have hinted at ANOTHER Society, 
or. Order, | mutt entertain my Readers with Two 
Letters ;, the firlt. isaddrets'd to my felf, and rhe lait, 
writtentrom Rime, to the Auchor of the hrit. 


HANG CHI to the Britih PLAIN- 
DEALER: Aealth. 


Sage SIR, 


<¢ PY the Help of my Secretary and Interpreter 
“ TF perufe all your Lucubrations; and write 
“ this Epiftle, to aflure you of my Efteem. 
“J am intorm’d, that you have taken Notice of 
“* the Advertifement 1 cavs'd to be publifid in the 
*“ News Papers; and thac you calld at the Ca/tle- 
“ Tavern in. Fieetffreet, to be fatisfy'd of the Truth 
“ of my Arrival in this Place. Your Enquiry, and 
* che Converfation you had with my Secretary, give 
*“ me Occafion to gratify you farther; and 1 am 
‘“< proud ro have it in my Power ro diftinguifh one 
* ot your Merit, in the Manner I intend. 
** Vhe Laws and Conffitutious of che moft ancient 
“ and illuftrious Order of the GORMOGONS 
“ oblige us to be very cautiozs and frugal, in ad- 
“ mitting aew Afembers. Remarkable Virrves have 
“‘ always recommended the Candidates. No Rank, 
«* Station,’ or Condition of Life, intitles 2 Perfon 
“to be of our Fraternity. We know no Prejacice, 
«“ nor Partiality, in conterring this Honour; and all 
* the Jutcrefe in the World to procure it, would be 
* fryitlets, without AZerir. 


** My Refidence here will be but fhort. fe carers 
“ therefore be expetted, that 1 thou'd invite mary 
“ worthy Perfons to enter into eur mM & nor dare 
“I render it cheap and contemptibie, By admirtin. 
“‘ every Pretender: But 1 know teveral Pertons ot 
“ Quality and Fafhion, in this Piace, who trifly de. 
** tecve co be re€eived, and to whom I have promis d 
.* the Diltmétion. " 
“I fhall confider it as an Honour and Ornamen, 
** to our moff ancient and illuitricus Oxver, which; 
“jis the Bonour and Ornament of all its Membe; 
“it you, Sage Sir, will be pleas’d to accepre the 
‘* Privileges, that 1 am empower’d to beftow on the 
** Deferving. 1 contets, you mult be DEGRADED 
“ as our Laws require, and renounce, and abandon. 
“ the Society ot Adafons, in the firlt Place: Bur 
‘“‘ as your great Judgment mutt diltinguifh the Ex. 
“ cellence of our Order above that other, 1 ho 
‘you will preter being a Fellow with Us. Nothing 
*““ woud more fenfibly concern me, when 1 leave 
‘* London, than not to be able to tranfmic your Name 


he ak in the Lift, that L mult fend ro the OECUME. 


“ NICAL VOLGEE in China.” 


. 
1 am, 


Sage SIR, 
Your Affetlionate Friend, 


HANG CHI, 


SHIN. SHAW, to HANG CHI, 
at London: Heulrh. 


Moft Ulufrions Brother and Friend, 


é< ii Congratulate you on the fpeedy Progrefs you 

“ have made trom the Couit of the Young 
“ SOPHY, in Perfia, and your fate Arrival in the 
“* Tle of Britain. Your Prefence is earneftly expeéted 
‘“at ROME. His HOLINESS is fond of our 
“« Order, and the CARDINALS have an Emola- 
** tion to be firft diftinguifh’d. Our Excellent Brother 
** GORMOGON and Brother 1fandariz. CHAN 
“ FUE, is well, and falutes you. Since my laft, I 
““ had Advices from Pekin, which confirm. former 
** Accounts, that our new Emperor is an open Ene- 
“my to the Atiffionary Jefuitc: But 1 pray, their 
“ Diigrace in China may not provoke the Ezxrope- 
“ ans to ule Us ill. Take Care of your Health 


“ Farewell. ” 
a cet SHIN SHAW. 


T thankfully acknowledge the Honour-done me 


‘by the illuftrious Afndarin HANG CHI; and, tho 


I cannot prevail with myfelf to be DEGRADED, 
in the Afaaner requird by the Laws and Conftitu 
tions ot the Order of GORMOGQONS, I approve, 
and applaud, their judicious and ftriét Virtue, in ad- 
mitting none, but whom Merit recommends, into 
the Fellowfhip of the OECUMENICAL VOLGEE. 
Moreover, 1 propofe the good Condu&t, and Regu- 
larity, of the GORMOGONS, as a Pattérn to 
the Free and Acceprep Masons, for the Future: 
And, it T fhall be enabled to make any uteful Ditco- 
veries for the Service of the Brotherhood, they may 
depend on my watchtul Fidelity. 


The Letters, fign’'d Mzcexas, communicated to 
us. by the Gentleman who tubicribes PHIL ANTHROPOS, 
are come to Hand, and defervediy claim a Place in 
this Paper the firft Opporruniry. : 

Our Faiz Correfpondents, the one from Edinburgh, 
the other ffom Surrey, who, both, fo beautitully, and 
pathetically, pour torth their Complaints to the 
PLAIN DEALER, fhall mece with a proper 
and early Regard. 

The ANonymous Gentleman, who requefts’ our 
fpesdy Opinion ‘of a certain Cale, which, he fays, is 
urgent, is cclired ta fufpend his daxgerous Advice to 
his Friend; and we fhall touch upon that Sudj.€, in 
an ampler Manner, than is confiitent with the Hatte 
he requ:res, 
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Where Lesiers and Advertifements are taken in. 


Seits may be bad, 





















